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Abstract: The ESCAP Regional Minerul Resources Development Centre (RMRDC) is one
unit in a ruther complex structure of international bodies promoting mincrul development. The
Centre is regional. covering all of the Asia Pacific countries and is inter-governmental. Some
information is included on this structure and the way that the various units interact.

The major activities of the ESCAP Regional Mineral Resources Development
Centre (RMRDC) include provision of advisory services, organizing training
activities, exchange of information and development of information services,
promotion of research and assistance to countries in preparing project requests for
assistance. The programme is supported by UNDP (20%), donor governments from
outside of the region, mainly in the form of expert services (45 %) and participating
countries from the region mainly in the form offacilities and services (35 %). To date
specialists from the Centre have carried out more than 250 advisory missions and
prepared more than 200 reports.
Now that it is well established. RMRDC is making special efforts to establish
working links with other organizations, both inter-governmental and nongovernmental which promote mineral development and plans to give greater attention
to its role as a catalyst and coordinator of related activities in the Asia/Pacific region.
Suggestions would be welcomed on how the role of the Centre could be made more
effective.
Although the geoscientists attending the GEOSEA Congress are involved in a
regional activity, some may not have given much thought to the way in which regional
and international organizations are structured, and the role which they can and do play
in promoting their area of interest. One such organization is the Regional Mineral
Resources Development Centre, which is a United Nations body designed to promote
mineral development in the countries of the ESCAP region, the whole of Asia and the
Pacific.
Before describing how RM RDC operates, it might be useful to explain how it fits
into the series of somewhat parallel regional and international groups. There are many
such groups, often involving the same people, but each one attacking the problems of
geology and mineral development from a somewhat different angle. The basic
distinctions are first whether they are governmental or non-governmental, then
whether they are international, regional or sub-regional, then within their selected area
what is their special interest and clientele, and what type of activities do they
undertake.

