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Abstract: Geology in general as found in the Quran was briefly presented during Poster Session B, Annual Geological Conference
2004, Kangar. In this current paper, other verses in the Quran more specifically applicable to volcanic activities, earthquakes and
tsunamis are given. Interpretations from a geologist’s point of view are made, which are considered more logical compared to previous
interpretations by non-geologists. Specific references are made to: 1.The Aceh earthquake and tsunami on 26th December, 2004 (more
than a quarter million loss of lives), and 2. The earthquakes in Iran on 22nd February, 2005 (more than 400 loss of lives). It is quite
conclusive that the Quranic verses considered are related to geological phenomena involving volcanic activities, earthquakes and
tsunamis. There is no doubt that remedial actions will be taken to restore the damages created by the recent tsunamis. More research
will be carried out as an effort to find ways to reduce loss of lives and property damage, for example, the tsunami early warning
system, but above all, a strong call is made to mankind to pay very serious attention to religious and moral issues.

INTRODUCTION

At the AGC 2004 in Kangar, the writer requested the
audience to ponder on the following statement and
question (Mokhtar G, 2004):

Geological hazards not involving loss of human lives
may be considered as natural geological phenomena.

What about those incidents with loss of lives?

A year has passed, and since then at least two major
incidents shocked the world.

1. The earthquake and tsunami off the western coast
of Sumatra on 26" December, 2004 (Fig: 1). It has a
devastating effect on the environment, including human
lives and property damage, especially in Banda Aceh and
the nearby surrounding areas (Fig: 2). Similar effects but
to lesser degrees occurred in Malaysia, Thailand, India,
Sri Lanka and other areas surrounding the Indian Ocean.
Total loss of human lives is estimated to be more than a
quarter million, the majority being in the Aceh area, where

property damage and environmental effect are phenomenal.

(Internet: USGS, 2005).

2. The earthquakes in Iran on 22nd February, 2005
(Figs: 1 & 3). Loss of human lives is reported to be more
than 400. Property damage is also significant. (Internet:
Earthquake in Iran, 2005).

From a geological point of view, these happenings
have been extensively documented on the internet.
IGM/GSM/LESTARI has organised a talk on the Aceh
tsunami by Professor Emeritus Dr H D Tjia and Professor
Dr J K Raj on 29" January, 2005. (H.D.Tjia & L.T.Koay,
2005).

This paper does not intend to explain the geological
aspects, but only tries to relate these geological
phenomena involving volcanic activities, earthquakes and
tsunamis with what have been said in the Quran. There are
many related verses given in the Quran, but only a few
verses at three places in the Quran are chosen for
interpretation, examination, analyses, discussion and
conclusions to be made.

CONTENT AND DISCUSSION

The following four Quranic verses, in three different
chapters, are considered most relevant to the subject
matter:

1. Verses from Chapter 11. Hud. Translation by:
Pickthall (1997)

1.1. Verse 11.40.

(Thus it was till), when Our command came to
pass and the oven gushed forth water, We
SAU ..ot

1.2. Verse 11.42.

So the ark floated with them on the waves
(towering) like _mountains, and Noah called

Alternatively, in Bahasa Malaysia,

1. Ayat-ayat dalam Surah 11. Hud. Terjemahan
oleh: Mahmud Yunus (1973)

1.1. Ayar 11.40.

Hatta apabila datang perintah Kami, dan telah
terbit  air  topan  dari  tungkulalu  Kami
berfirman ........cccoovviviiiiiiiiiiiiniiininiiane

1.2. Ayar 11.42,

Berlayarlah perahu itu bersama mereka dengan
gelombang _seperti nun lalu Noah
memanggil .............ociiiiiiiiiinii

The above two verses describe the story of Noah and
the Big Flood. One traditional interpretation said the water
gushed out from the pot in Noah’s house, which means a
miracle given by Allah to Noah. (Mahmud Yunus, 1973).
From a geological point of view, the word ‘oven’ may
mean that the water which caused the big flood came from
a hot source, possibly a huge volcanic eruption and
earthquake under the sea followed by a tsunami possibly
many times the size of the Aceh tsunami. ‘Waves
(towering) like mountains’ is comparable to the recent
tsunami. The height of the waves of the Aceh tsunami has
been reported to be as high as 40 metres.
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