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Abstract: During GEOSEA IV, Manila, 1981, the importance of Quaternary geological
investigations for the development of Southeast Asian countries was stressed. Since then, many
mapping and research projects have been initiated. In this paper, the progress and developments in
Quaternary geology in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand are reviewed.

INTRODUCTION

Quaternary geological investigations of the alluvial and coastal plains in
Southeast Asia started in the early seventies. In 1974 an offshore survey for tin off the
Malay-Thai peninsula was implemented with assistance of the Committee for Co­
ordination of Joint Prospecting for Mineral Resources in Asian Offshore Areas
(CCOP). During that survey and from discussions at CCOP meetings it became clear
that most of the CCOP member countries had only an elementary knowledge of their
Quaternary alluvial and coastal deposits.

The importance of these deposits for the purpose of evaluation of mineral
resources, assessment ofdeposits containing construction materials and groundwater,
geological support in solving subsidence and engineering problems, and rural and
urban planning in Southeast Asian countries has been indicated and discussed in
'several publications (Heuwat, 1975; Van de Meene, 1977; and Suntharalingam, 1977).

The importance of Quaternary geology in the national development process was
realized in those countries at the end of the seventies. As a result of this, sections for
Quaternary have been attached to the Geological Survey organizations. Van de Meene
at GEOSEA IV in Manila 1981 (1984) gave review ofthe activities of those sections for
a number of countries in Southeast Asia.

This paper gives information on the further progress of Quaternary geological
studies in four countries (Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Thailand) and some
future developments are indicated.

,

INDONESIA
Considerable progress has been made in the survey, mapping and study of

Quaternary alluvial and coastal deposits in Indonesia in the past few years.

In 1978 a systematic mapping programme started in the coastal plain of Northern
Java. From 1980 the survey and mapping of Quaternary deposits is undertaken by the
Section for Quaternary Geology and Seismotectonics of the Geological Research and




















